BREATHE EASY:
THE OUTDOOR AIR QUALITY BILL

LEARN MORE
An Act to Ensure Cleaner Air for Communities Overburdened by Outdoor Air Pollution

H.2369, S.1548
SPONSORS: Rep. Christine Barber, Rep. Mike Connolly, Sen. Pat Jehlen

Every community deserves clean air - fresh, safe, and free from pollution. Clean air means more time outdoors,
healthier families, and stronger neighborhoods. It lets children play freely, commuters travel without harmful pollut-
ants, and families enjoy their communities safely. Everyone should have the right to enjoy these benefits, no matter
our zip code.

Massachusetts can lead the way in protecting air quality and creating thriving, healthy neighborhoods.

This bill takes bold steps to tackle outdoor air pollution by:

e Establishing a technical advisory committee to iden- Setting air pollution reduction targets for these
tify air pollution hotspots hotspots: 50% by 2030, 75% by 2035

Enhancing air quality monitoring in at least eight Requiring the Massachusetts Department of Envi-
pollution hotspots ronmental Protection to track and publicly report air

o ) o o o o quality data in real time
Requiring high-efficiency air filtration in buildings
near major pollution sources (within 200 meters)

THE PROBLEM

e Air pollution harms public health: It worsens
asthma, heart disease, and other illnesses -
contributing to 2,780+ premature deaths a year.

e Neighbors left in the dark: The state tracks
air pollution, but with too few monitors, many
harmful pollutants unmeasured. As a result, over
1.5 million residents lack crucial air quality data.

e Some communities suffer more: EJ communities
bear the brunt of pollution from highways,
industrial sites, and other sources.

e Racial disparities persist: Black and Latino
residents endure 26 to 34% higher pollution from
vehicles than white residents.
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LET'S FIGHT TOGETHER FOR CLEAN AIR!

Support H.2369 / S.1548 for a healthier, cleaner Massachusetts - where everyone can breathe a little easier.

CONTACT: Barbara, barbaraeldgreenrootsej.org; Rusty, rusty(@arisespringfield.org; Emmanuell, emmanuell@ace-ej.org.

COALITION MEMBERS: Supported by the MA EJ Table: Alternatives for Community and Environment; Arise for Social Justice; Coalition
for Social Justice; GreenRoots; North American Indian Center of Boston; Groundwork Lawrence; Neighbor to Neighbor; Clean Water
Action; Conservation Law Foundation; Environmental League of MA; Green Energy Consumers Alliance; MA Public Health Alliance;

Union of Concerned Scientists; UU Mass Action; and allies of the MA EJ Table: Somerville Transportation Equity Partnership; Mass Power
Forward; MA Youth Climate Coalition.



BREATHE EASY:
THE INDOOR AIR QUALITY BILL

LEARN MORE
An Act to Improve Indoor Air Quality for Highly Impacted Communities

H.2427, S.1546
SPONSORS: Rep. Judith Garcia, Rep. Samantha Montaino, Sen. Adam Gomez

Indoor spaces should support learning, healing, and thriving - where children can focus in school, families can breathe
easily at home, and seniors in care facilities can enjoy a safe, comfortable environment. Clean indoor air strengthens
our communities, improves public health, and ensures that everyone, no matter where they live or work, can lead
healthier lives.

Massachusetts can lead in setting indoor air quality protections that create healthier, safer spaces for all.

This bill tackles indoor air pollution by:

e Creating a statewide task force to develop clear e Improving air quality remediation processes, ensur-
guidelines for addressing indoor air pollution and ing timely action to protect residents’ health.
mold contamination.

e Focusing on high-risk buildings, including schools,
childcare centers, nursing homes, and public hous-
ing.

THE PROBLEM

e Indoor air pollution is a hidden crisis: Americans
spend 90% of their time indoors, where pollution
can be 2 to 5 times higher than outside.

Mold is major health risk: 20 to 50% of U.S.
homes have mold, which is linked to respiratory
illnesses, allergies, and asthma.

Environmental justice communities suffer the
most: Home in low-income neighborhoods often
deal with poor ventilation, water damage, and air
quality hazards - health risks that pile up.

No clear indoor air quality standards exist:
Unlike outdoor pollution, indoor contaminants
remain largely unregulated.
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LET’'S FIGHT FOR CLEANER INDOOR AIR!

Now more than ever, clean air is essential for our health. COVID-19 revealed that high pollution levels increase the
risk of severe respiratory illness and death. Protecting air quality means protecting lives. Support H.1427 / S.1546 to
ensure we all can breathe a little easier - at home, at school, and at work.

CONTACT: Barbara, barbaraeldgreenrootsej.org; Rusty, rusty@arisespringfield.org; Emmanuell, emmanuell@ace-ej.org.

COALITION MEMBERS: Supported by the MA EJ Table: Alternatives for Community and Environment; Arise for Social Justice; Coalition
for Social Justice; GreenRoots; North American Indian Center of Boston; Groundwork Lawrence; Neighbor to Neighbor; Clean Water
Action; Conservation Law Foundation; Environmental League of MA; Green Energy Consumers Alliance; MA Public Health Alliance;

Union of Concerned Scientists; UU Mass Action; and allies of the MA EJ Table: Somerville Transportation Equity Partnership; Mass Power
Forward; MA Youth Climate Coalition.





